Pyrazine is a nitrogen containing heterocycle and is a major scaffold for other heterocycles such as pyridopyrazines and quinoxalines. These compounds have received considerable attention in the pharmaceutical industry because of their
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 8 H 6 N 4 , contains two almost planar independent molecules (r.m.s. deviations = 0.026 and 0.030 Å ). The crystal studied was a non-merohedral twin with the components in a 0.513 (2):0.487 (2) ratio. GRB is thankful to PNU for funding of this study and the University of Toronto thanks NSERC Canada for funding.
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interesting therapeutic properties (He et al., 2003; Yadav et al., 2008) . Herein, we report the crystal structure of the title compound (I).
The asymmetric unit of (I) contains two independent molecules (A and B) ( 
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized from the reaction of 2,3-diaminomaleonitrile and biacetyl in the presence a heterogeneous catalyst based on copper bearing salen Schiff base ligands covalently anchored into SBA-15 in water (Bardajee et al. 2012) . Colourless blocks were grown from a solution of the title compound in ethanol.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H distances of 0.98 Å and were included in the refinement in a riding-model approximation with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C). The crystal studied was a non-merohedral twin with twin law -1 0 0, 0 -1 0, 1 0 1 and with the components in a ratio of 0.513 (2):0.487 (2). The asymmetric unit of the title compound. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Computing details

5,6-Dimethylpyrazine-2,3-dicarbonitrile
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq N1A 0.04856 (10) 0.48725 (16) 
